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EOTK in NL, DM Heilige Gabriel Kerk
Overhandstraat 71
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Subject: outreach activity
Dear sir/madam,

As it has been communicated through Ms Haimanot Belay of St. Gobez, we would like to bring to your
attention the HIV/AIDS problem within the Ethiopian Sub-communities in The Netherlands.

With this we would like to officially request you to look submit our intentions and request to the EOTC
leading bodies in The Netherlands. Please see the attachment for an overview of the activity we would

like to work it out together with St. Gobez and your church. We hope that the leaders will show due
enthusiasm and interest in this. Hoping to hear from You.

Regards,

On behalf of the board of NAMIO
Jenny van Eijman (chairlady)
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"NAMIO stands for National Association of Migrant Organizations against HIV/AIDS and other STI'S
KvK inschrijving: 30208618 KvK Utrecht Bank: 459985418 ABN-AMRO



Verenlooe tnspanning Ls efflelénte macht!
9 P 9
www.namio.nl

NAM‘O info@namio.nl

PhOl-$ NAFT

MU AT, LA “MWNCT %A (WATL: PAL- RAANC N 0T ( AT hT AL 0.) PALTE
LCEAT 0C) hedontTs AN Mho, IC @.LL81T PRACIA: +ME +706T75
APLTTT AL AL Vim, POMA: PUIBA:

o

é. 0 HRCOLE LS G Moo HONC ConlB/1ANT Aa.o  0NA0 LHIBA: PhonTTS AT PoNLANN-
ANAT A75.014 LLLIA: ANLALYE 02avi( T CoNLAN AOA PP PUNYCS QAo TG
IR T A200 LA AN0@, Adm, VA oo YT o, NA PP F9° 701 PhCAt AL
aJA0.° (PALT) OA1°7 LT P4 AT LTAA P2LA 140 AQT:

[ Pa@.0l AT Mho, opAO9° o, YA CONAN, AEC ST G (Hovldme 1067 8. LT

LOtI0A

17100 @87 (-tovpn-t

PACYTT TRVT NG P0F AT CUANLTAN LU AL AT ST, PoLTA@7 HI0C he: fa 1o, i
NA“2.09°7: NAMIO ANd.AL 0@ T7 U-A- AGF7 N8 1= LUT AI0C Ao TCT ANLAL®,T
AU 18 L VA AT @7 PAL-RAANC T4 °N A AP I0C PP At K071 PAm, TONAPA =
PAOA LCEIT7 010N ALorNC PUHT o/T 12719 1AL hat AN LA, IC ovo-A. TG

N9 L4 LVT TAP T Camra? F0C 10 PRACATA NAT o0 0% ALCITA=: PT70h AT
PN ANT POCE ANATY° W78 ANGALTE W7%.40T4 T184 LFAA:

The Role of Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church (EOTC) in the fight against
HIV/AIDS and stigma within the Ethiopian sub-community in Netherlands

Outreach activity initiated by NAMIO? in cooperation with St. Gobez

Background

According to an official statistics, the second highest number of people living with HIVAIDS among the migrant communities
in NL is Ethiopians. Concerned community organizations and community leaders need to be alarmed and get involved in the
fight against this problem within the Ethio-Netherlands sub-communities. We believe that religious organizations have direct
role and responsibility to the community. Besides, they have good access and good acceptance within the community.

Further more, as spiritual institution, EOTC is expected to render spiritual related and other supports to victims of this
sickness. The bible teaches that Christ has come for those who are in problem; who seek help and to reconcile man with the
Father. The church need to play the leading role in this and in comforting victims and fighting public problems such as
HIV/AIDS. There are so many brothers and sisters who are wailing out there in this foreign country. What has the church to
do in this regard? The victims try to activate each other to come together. Please see the attached text entitled ‘Mahirene-
Christos’ for their attempts and an insight of the frustrations.

Dear brothers, NAMIO together with St. Gobeze would like bring this problematic to your attention and talk about possible
care/support services EOTC may consider to embark on. We believe that the priests and other leaders within the EOTC in
Holland will be willing for such a request.

22NAMIO stands for National Association of Migrant Organizations against HIV/AIDS and other STI'S
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The issues
We want to address/communicate the following issues:

1) How does the church see/understand the problem and what is it doing to protect its members?

2) What is the church doing to comfort and care for people living with this problem?

3) What can the church do to further limit the spread of this sickness within the community and to break the taboo of
talking about HIV/AIDS and limiting social discrimination against people living with the virus.

How are we going to do the activity?

1™ St. Gobeze and NAMIO will discuss about the above issues with the priests and other leaders and plan an info
workshop/conference for the general members and other Ethio-Netherlanders;

2™ Together with the church an information workshop/conference will be organized. Church members and other people from
the target community will be invited. If possible medical doctors and interested journalists from the target community will be
involved in the activity. It could be more appealing if the workshop/conference is implemented in the week of the Chris-mass.
This is the time the church will be celebrating the birth of the saver Jesus Christ.

3" if the church leaders and the community are willing, an overview of outcomes of the activity/the meeting will be
broadcasted via selected Medias.

Costs

NAMIO will cover necessary costs to implement this activity. Asmare Yalew (vice chairman of NAMIO) is delegated by the
board to implement this activity. The board expects Haimanot Belay of St. Gobeze (member of NAMIO) to plan and execute
the activity together with Asmare Yalew. If necessary other board members of NAMIO and St. Gobez can be involved.
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Email: Mahirenechristose @ yahoo.com

AANGAVE MG LATAT!
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Attachment 1: “Mahirene-Christose™

Ethiopians, particularly our forefathers from the Orthodox Christian culture, utter “Mahirene-Christose” whenever
they hear or confront unusual, shocking or unacceptable state. Mahirene-Christose is an expression in the national
language of Ethiopia, which means “Oh, Christ (God), forgive us, rescue us!” When saying so, often their hands will
hug their head and they will literally be in anxiety and prayer mode. The message they express with these physical and
vocal languages contains at least the following confessions/declarations:

e The incidence is extraordinary, shocking and unacceptable;
e  God’s reality, His immense power and authority;
e  Pleading God for forgiveness, rescue and humbling oneself before Him.

Yes, we all did find ourselves in an analogous situation when we have been first told that we have the health problem
which turns all life plans upside-down, which jeopardizes life itselfl We would have expressed our devastation and
shocks using phrases like “Mabirene-Christose” or simply through wordless screaming, wailing, panic, etc. Oh, people, it is
true, it is really an occasion of “Mabirene-Christose!”

It is not only the nature of the illness and absence of cure for it within the reach of man, for which we ought to say
“Mabirene-Christose” but also for the stigma and discrimination against ourselves whenever the people around us come to
know that we have it, particularly within our society and culture. Haven’t you ever yell ‘where shall I turn to, to whom
shall I share it, who can give me power and help’, when all these embrace and crush you and your living?

Well, living bearing all these, all alone, particularly in the Diaspora, is adding a third aids to life and moving on
languishing. I don’t think that a healthy choice is. Hence, I would like to take the initiative to invite everyone else to
show up and come together, and utter “Mabirene-Christose’: share our wounds, anguishes, vigor and strengths. I believe
that we can better fight our crises by being together, also as per our fathers and forefathers teachings “Unity is power:
people themselves are ‘medicines’ to other people”. Let us come together and support each other: each of us will
render strength, power, help and hope to the other out of our experiences, awareness, knowledge, faith and friendship
support, etc.

Thus, I call up on all of you who are descendants of the same culture and live in the Diaspora with this life and living
threatening crisis, to come together and establish a mutual support group and fight the crises and the stigma/
discriminations. Fellow people, my call is so that we would help each other! And please contact the person who gave
you this pamphlet or email/phone me if you would like to respond to this call or if you seek more information.

Thank you and God bless you!
Initiator “Mahirene-Chiristose”

4 It will be the responsibility and obligation of each of us to keep our identities and secretes! Thank you.
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Email: Mahirenechristose@yahoo.com
Phone: ------- (private)

PS: Please don’t share the telephone number and this pamphlet to someone who doesn’t belong to the circle. It will be the responsibility and
obligation of each of us to keep our identities and secretes! Thank you.
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